THE   GENESIS   OF   MEDICINE
world-wide method, for it is practised in China as well as in
Britain. A variation consists in the internal administration of
the heart or liver of the dog.
Perhaps the most fantastic remedy based upon this reasoning
was the " powder of sympathy/3 which was applied, not to the
wound but to the weapon which caused it, or to some clothing
or first-dressing, which had been in contact with the wound.
The powder, which was simply copper sulphate, was warmly
recommended by the courtly Sir Kenelm Digby,1 who, though
not a medical man, was wont to dabble in the sciences. Never-
theless, the idea of the sympathy cure was no invention of his,
as it is not unlikely that it originated in prehistoric times. The
reason for the success of the method of Sir Kenelm Digby lay
probably in the fact that the wound was left to nature, being
simply bound up and allowed to heal.
The whole subject of folk medicine is full of quaint super-
stition, but perhaps enough has been said to illustrate ^the part
which it has played in the evolution of medicine. It may be
noted that folk medicine is not confined to remote country districts.
Even in cities one may discover its existence, usually in hereditary
form by word of mouth. Some of it dates from remote anti-
quity, and little of it has been transmitted by the printed word.
Folk-lore has been called " the archaeology of the mind," and
it is an important guide to man's intellectual history. In study-
ing the history of mankind one may gain more information from
tales, charms, superstitions, and proverbs than from politics,
religions, and food habits, because the former are innate in man,
while the latter have been imposed upon him from without.
The Origin of Medical Practice
In seeking to learn how the healing art arose in prehistoric
times, we can draw no positivp conclusion from the scanty evidence r
at our disposal.   Nevertheless, it is not unreasonable to conclude
that the cures of injuries or diseases followed two distinct lines.
The first, based upon magical or religious beliefs, consisted
in dealing with the " soul" of the patient or in persuading or
forcing Jthe evil spirit which had entered the body of the patient
to depart.
1 Sir Kendm Digby, A late discourse made in a Solemn Assembly of Nobles and learned men,
at MontpeUier in France, touching the cure of wounds by tfte powder of Sympathy 3rd. ed., 1660*